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E IL CLERO CATTEDRALE. QUALCHE IPOTESI SUL PUBBLICO 
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AND CLERGY. SOME HYPOTHESES ON THE PUBLIC  

OF DANTE ALIGHIERI’S QUESTIO DE AQUA ET TERRA

Abstract
This paper aims to present Verona’s main ecclesiastical institutions during the first half of the fourteenth 
century and, in particular, in 320 when Dante Alighieri was certainly present in Verona. In fact, on Janu-
ary 20 of that year in the church of Sant’Elena (also known as San Giorgio al Duomo) Dante presented and 
discussed his treatise of “natural philosophy” entitled Questio de aqua et terra. In addition to the Augustin-
ian bishop Tebaldo, who was very likely present at the event, the paper also looks at the cathedral’s canons 
who were living in the Veronese chapter: for example, Bartolomeo di Bernardo Ervari (member of a fami-
ly originally from Florence), Nereo Filippeschi from Orvieto, Bonino dalle Nozze from Cremona, Parmesa-
no Guardalucchesi, as well as the entire group of priests and clerics who officiated in the cathedral in those 
years, which included persons of great culture like Giovanni Mansionario.
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Il tema che mi accingo a presentare in questa sede – le istituzioni di vertice 
della Chiesa veronese nell’anno 320 – è senz’altro marginale in un contesto 
di approfondimento della Questio de aqua et terra, l ’opera dantesca che venne 
«determinata e conclusa» a Verona, nella chiesa dei canonici della cattedrale, 
Sant’Elena, domenica 20 gennaio 320. Non mi sottraggo tuttavia dall’offri-
re un breve intervento, la cui ragion d’essere risiede quasi esclusivamente nella 
chiusura della Questio, ove si dice: «determinata est hec philosophia dominan-
te invicto domino domino Cane Grandi de Scala pro Imperio Sacro Santo Roma-
no, per me Dantem Alagherium, phylosophorum minimum, in inclyta urbe Vero-
na, in sacello Helene gloriose, coram universo clero Veronensi, preter quosdam qui, 
nimia caritate ardentes, aliorum rogamina non admittunt, et per humilitatis virtu-
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